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DEER CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL ENROLLMENT GUIDE 

8TH GRADE 2024-2025 

Student Name: Parent Phone # 

Core Subjects 

Language Arts, Science & History: 

All students will be placed in English Literature, English Composition, Science, and U.S. 

History classes. 

Math – Please select from the following: 

This student is… 

 Currently taking Standard 7th Grade Math—Student will be enrolled in 8th 

Grade PreAlgebra for 2024-2025. 

Currently taking Honors 7th Grade PreAlgebra—Student will be enrolled in Honors 

Algebra I (a high school credit course) for 2024-2025. 

Currently taking Honors 7th Grade PreAlgebra and would like to take PreAlgebra 

again in 8th grade instead of continuing on the advanced math track. 

8th Grade Electives 
Instructions: Students have 2 elective periods each day. Elective choices are subject to enrollment 
numbers and schedule availability. We will do our best to accommodate schedule requests, but it is 
very important that you rank your electives in order of preference #1—#5 so that you communicate your 
preference of alternate electives. (Otherwise, we will choose for you.) Some electives are full year and 
some are one semester in length and paired with another semester elective. 

(Please see other side to rank your elective choices.) 



In the boxes below, please rank 1—5 your top 5 elective choices with #1 being the elective you want 
MOST: 

 
Athletics (see additional details below) 

 
PE 

 
Muscle & Fitness  

Health & Fitness 

Cheer 

Band 

Art I 

Art II (must be currently enrolled in Art I) 
 

Drama 

Choir 

Intro to Spanish 
 

Spanish I (a high school credit course that will appear on the student’s HS transcript) 
 
French (a high school credit course that will appear on the student’s HS transcript) 

 
Gateway (only for students NOT currently in Gateway; must complete safety contract to be considered for this class—see flyer) 

 
Gateway II (a high school credit course that will appear on the student’s HS transcript) 
 
Intro to Agriculture 
 
CS Discoveries 

Adventures in Reading 

Fit for Life + Creative Technology (each a semester in length) 

 
Fit for Life + Outdoor Education (each a semester in length) 
 
Computer Applications (a high school credit course that will appear on the student’s HS transcript) 
 
Media and Digital Design 
 
Orchestra High Strings 
 
Orchestra Low Strings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Athletics 
Athletes must try-out for at least one sport to be enrolled in Athletics. If student makes a team, they will be in off-season 
when that sport is not in season. Off-season takes place during the Athletics period. (See Athletics flyer for additional 
information and requirements.) 

Please check the sport(s) you plan to try-out for: 

Fall: Football Cross Country Softball Winter: Basketball Wrestling Spring: Track Baseball 

Applications 
The following classes require an application process. More information will be made available in April/May. Please note 
that these classes have limited space and the application process must be followed in order to be considered. If a 
student is selected for one of these classes, their lowest ranked elective will be replaced with this class. Please check 
any you plan on applying for: 
Yearbook Leadership Student Mentor Office Aide Library Aide 

Academic Support: For students scoring Basic or Below Basic on the Math or Reading State Exams taken in April 
2024, an elective may be replaced with Academic Enhancement to help the student further develop critical academic 
skills in these areas. Parents will be contacted prior to placement in Academic Enhancement. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date: 

Contact:  Email  Phone_ 



Electives Guide 

 
 

At DCMS, students are enrolled in two elective courses. The pre-enrollment process consists of selecting 

electives to be taken as a part of the student schedule. Students will rank their TOP 5 elective choices to be 

considered for their schedule, 1 being the MOST wanted elective to 5 being the LEAST wanted elective.  We 

will make every effort to award the student their top choices, but there is no guarantee the student will receive 

their top 2 elective choices.  It is important that students and parents review the entire electives guide before 

ranking his/her elective choices.  
 

In this guide, you will find a brief description of each elective course offered at DCMS along with the current 

teacher’s email address if you have additional questions. Due to hiring shortages and/or lack of enrollment 

numbers for an elective, some courses could be eliminated or modified. 
 
The Electives Guide is organized as follows: 

1. 7th/8th Grade Electives 

2. 7th/8th grade Application Electives 

3. 8th grade ONLY Application Electives 

4. 8th grade ONLY HS Credit Electives 

 

7th and 8th grade Electives 

Adventures in Reading: Combines reading, writing, drawing, and expressing individuality through literature.  A 

variety of genres will be explored leading to rich discussions and meaningful projects.  

madisonransford@dcsok.org 
 
Art I: Learn the elements and principles that make up all art while making collaborative and independent pieces to 

take home. This class walks through the basics, with an emphasis on drawing with a variety of media. This includes 

(at LEAST) pencil, pastel, oil pastel, crayon, prismacolor, markers, watercolor, and tempera. We'll also cover some 

sculpture, collage, and art history. 

robinrapp@dcsok.org 
 
Athletics: For students who want to try-out for a school competitive sports team. See athletics form included in the 

pre-enrollment newsletter for additional requirements. 

yohancebrown@dcsok.org 
 
Concert Band at DCMS: MS Band is a full-year course open to students who have successfully completed the 

previous year of band or by director approval. Placement in one of the concert bands is based on grade level and 

through an audition process completed at the end of the previous year. These classes will focus on the continued 

development of musical skills through performance, music theory instruction, as well as making connections to music 

history and world music. These bands will perform at assemblies, concerts, and festival competitions. 

darbycassaday@dcsok.org 
 
Choir: Choir is a full year class that teaches students the skills to sing confidently in various styles of 

music.  Students will learn techniques to enhance their musical, creative, and expressive qualities while building a 

strong foundation of music performance. There are several performance opportunities throughout the year, including 

district and state honor choir auditions, concerts, contests and festivals. 

courtneytice@dcsok.org     
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Creative Technology Explorations: Students will not just explore coding concepts, but they will also hear various 

perspectives about how people use computer science (including AI) in their daily lives. They will obtain a knowledge 

of how computer science can provide a means for being creative and expressing yourself, helping people, and making 

our world a better place. In the process, students will gain a powerful problem solving skill set and envision 

themselves on a computer science pathway. This course is a semester in length and paired with Fit for Life. 

benedriasmith@dcsok.org 
 
CS Discoveries: Computer Science Discoveries is an introductory computer science course that empowers students to 

create authentic artifacts and engage with computer science as a medium for creativity, communication, problem 

solving, and fun. Students learn how to use coding to build their own websites, apps, games, etc. as well as many 

other exciting activities. 

margaretmaloney@dcsok.org 
 
Drama I: Introduction to theater arts which focuses on learning basic theater vocabulary, voice and diction for public 

speaking and performing, basic principles of movement for the stage. 

rochelleshawmorales@dcsok.org   
 

Drama II: Incoming 8th graders wanting to continue Drama may be placed in Drama II. Successful completion of 

Drama I is a prerequisite for Drama II. 

rochelleshawmorales@dcsok.org  
 
Fit for Life: Focus on lifelong wellness activities that promote physical and mental health with no athletic skills 

required. For example, we play frisbee golf, tennis, learn about nutrition, play chess, and much more. This course is a 

semester in length and paired with Creative Technology or Outdoor Education. 

williamchandler@dcsok.org 
 
Gateway:  Gateway develops and applies student knowledge of the STEM fields and careers (Science, Tech, 

Engineering, and Math) through discovery-based projects.  This is a partnership course provided on our DCMS 

campus through the Francis Tuttle Career and Technology Center. Safety contract required.  Students have two 

courses to choose from: 

     Gateway A: Design & Aerospace Engineering (Any 7th or 8th grade student not currently enrolled in Gateway A) 

Unit 1: Design and Modeling -- Students discover the design process and develop an understanding of the influence of 

creativity and innovation in their lives. They are then challenged and empowered to use and apply what they’ve 

learned throughout the unit to design a therapeutic toy for a child who has cerebral palsy. 

Unit 2: Flight and Space -- The exciting world of aerospace comes alive through the Flight and Space (FS) unit. 

Students become engineers as they design, prototype, and test models to learn about the science of flight and what it 

takes to travel and live in space. They solve real-world aviation and space challenges and plan a mission to Mars. 

     Gateway B: Integrated Sciences, Automation, & Robotics (Any 7th or 8th grade student not currently enrolled in Gateway B) 

Unit 1: Automation and Robotics -- Students learn about the history and impact of automation and robotics as they 

explore mechanical systems, energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control systems. Using the VEX 

Robotics® platform, students apply what they know to design and program traffic lights, robotic arms, and more. 
Unit 2: Magic of Electrons -- In the Magic of Electrons (ME) unit, students explore electricity, the behavior and parts 

of atoms, and sensing devices through hands-on projects such as building a morse code machine, wind turbine blades 

and even learning to solder. They learn knowledge and skills in basic circuitry design, and examine the impact of 

electricity on the world around them. 

rubielblanco@dcsok.org  
 
Health & Fitness: Focus on various forms of exercise. Weight training, aerobics, nutrition studies, and 

cardiovascular activities performed on a daily basis.  

whitleywilliamson@dcsok.org 
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Intro to Agriculture: In this course, students will learn more about the development and maintenance of agriculture, 

minimal systems, natural resources, and other food sources. Students will also examine the relationship between 

agriculture and natural resources and the environment, health, politics, and world trade. This course is a prerequisite 

for all future Agricultural Science Classes. 
 
Intro to Spanish: Learn the basics of Spanish to prepare for Spanish 1. Study the cultures of Spanish speaking 

countries while learning basic conversational skills.  Learning these skills, while the focus is on the basics, will 

require some study and memorization of new vocabulary as homework.  Learning a new language requires 

commitment and good study habits. cyndihernandez@dcsok.org 
 
Media + Digital Design: Explores the fundamental principles of graphic design through typography, color theory and 

image making. Understand the basics of multimedia, value between art, technology and design and how to effectively 

create, brand and advertise an idea.  
 
Muscle & Fitness: Focus on basic weight lifting techniques and increasing knowledge of muscles and functions. 

Lifting weights, cardio, physical activity will be performed daily. 
billargo@dcsok.org 

  

Orchestra High Strings: Full-year performance-based course offered to 7th & 8th grade students with little or no 

previous experience on string instruments. Students will learn the essentials of the violin and/or viola. The class will 

focus on playing fundamentals, music literacy, and rehearsal/concert etiquette. Fundamentals of music theory, as well 

as music history and connections to music around the world will be explored. Our performance-based approach means 

that students will actively contribute to concerts, a crucial component of their grade and the overall learning process. 
 
Orchestra Low Strings: Full-year performance-based course offered to 7th & 8th grade students with little or no 

previous experience on string instruments. Students will learn the essentials of the cello and/or bass. The class will 

focus on playing fundamentals, music literacy, and rehearsal/concert etiquette. Fundamentals of music theory, as well 

as music history and connections to music around the world will be explored. Our performance-based approach means 

that students will actively contribute to concerts, a crucial component of their grade and the overall learning process. 
 
Outdoor Education: Program sponsored for schools by the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation. 

Students learn outdoor skills such as fishing, archery, camping, etc.  No prerequisite skills required. This course is a 

semester in length and paired with Fit for Life or Creative Technology. 

williamchandler@dcsok.org 
 

Physical Education: Learn and play various athletic, group games and exercises focused on physical fitness.  

johnhanneman@dcsok.org and ashleyalmond@dcsok.org 

 

7th and 8th Grade Application Electives 

(Applications will be sent out to students and parents in March/April. Depending on the elective, students may be 

required to go through an interview process. Students that are accepted into these programs will have one of their 

lower ranked electives replaced.) 
 
Yearbook: Students will learn the basic principles of design, photography, and journalism to create the 2024-2025 

DCMS yearbook. Requires regular after-school and evening participation at school events multiple times per month.   
 

Library Aide: Library aides are expected to interact with library customers and help with checking out books, 

making deliveries, and performing a variety of tasks assigned by the librarian. 

jenniferdenney@dcsok.org 
 
Office Aide:  Assist office staff, counselors, and teachers with various tasks, such as copying, filing, and giving 

tours.  Learn the function and organization of an office. 

carlayoung@dcsok.org 
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8th Grade ONLY Application Electives 

(In addition to Yearbook, Library Aide, and Office Aide, 8th graders are eligible to apply for the following electives. 

Applications will be sent out to students and parents in March/April. Depending on the elective, students may be 

required to go through an interview process. Students that are accepted into these programs will have one of their 

lower ranked electives replaced.) 
 
Leadership: Students will develop life skills in areas of communication, collaboration, and problem-solving. Plan 

and put on schoolwide activities such as pep assemblies, fundraising, school decorations as well as participate in 

mentoring and community service. Some after-school commitment required throughout the year. 

lindsaypembrook@dcsok.org   
 

Student Mentor:  Serve in Ms. Moses and Mrs. Sanchez’s special education classroom as a peer mentor.  Assist the 

students in training for future jobs, learning daily living skills, practicing for Special Olympics, going on field trips, 

and partnering with them for electives.  

cassidymoses@dcsok.org and jadynbozarth@dscok.org 
 

8th grade ONLY Electives for *High School Credit* 
 

*Art II: (For 8th Graders Only--Must have taken Art 1 as a 7th grader) This course reinforces what was learned in Art 1 

and is based on more student driven, independent projects. Media and topics include everything from Art I as well as 

charcoal, acrylic, clay sculpting, and some basic animation. Structured for students to build their personal skills and 

prepare to take more advanced visual art courses in high school. Students completing this course will receive one 

high school Foundations of Art credit to be reflected on his/her high school transcript. robinrapp@dcsok.org 
 

*Computer Applications I: Students taking this course will be given an overview of computers and computer 

systems including computer ethics, hardware and software, research strategies, computer fundamentals, and online 

resources. Essential skills in basic word processing, spreadsheets, and multimedia presentations will be developed 

using multiple applications. Students completing this course will receive one high school Computer Technology 

credit to be reflected on his/her high school transcript. 

 

 

*French I: This course is designed to introduce four areas of communication:  listening, speaking, reading and 

writing in French. In addition, students will understand cultural practices and perspectives, compare French language 

and culture to their own, and make connections to other areas, such as art, history and geography. Students 

completing this course will receive one high school World Language credit to be reflected on his/her high school 

transcript. marymichaudbuck@dcsok.org  
 
*Gateway II: 7th grade students currently enrolled in our Gateway course this year will be eligible to apply for 

Gateway II.  Mr. Blanco will provide additional details to his students later this spring. Students completing this 

course will receive one high school Computer Technology credit to be reflected on his/her high school transcript. 

rubielblanco@dcsok.org  
 
*Spanish I:  This course is designed to introduce four areas of communication:  students will be able to speak, listen, 

read and write in Spanish. In addition, students will understand cultural practices and perspectives, compare Spanish 

language and culture to their own, and make connections to other areas, such as art, history and geography. Students 

completing this course will receive one high school World Language credit to be reflected on his/her high school 

transcript. cyndihernandez@dcsok.org  
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